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Important Dates 
11-8-2019: Progress Reports  

11-21-2019: CSCA Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

11-22-2019: Progress Reports  

11-25 to 11-29:  Thanksgiving Break 

Social Studies 
With Mrs. Ross 
kross@cscharter.org 
 
7th grade is continuing its current unit on WW1. 
Students will be beginning a WW1 Trading Card Project 
next week--more info to come shortly! 
8th grade is diving deep in to the history of the People's 
Republic of China. We are currently examining the 
effect of Communism and Mao's authority on the 
Chinese nation and its culture. Students will be assessed 
prior to Thanksgiving Break. 
 
Geo Bee Announcement 
Students from 4th-8th grades will be qualifying in their 
classroom competitions for the National Geographic 
Bee before Winter Break. If your student qualifies, s/he 
will be notified before December 20th and sent home 
with study materials to utilize over the 2 week holiday 
break. The official Geo Bee will be held the week of 
January 6th-10th, 2020. 

 
Kristen Ross 

 

 

 
Advanced Math 
With Mrs. Welsch 
cwelsch@cscharter.org 
 

 

 

7th Grade Advanced Math – Pre-algebra 

For the month of November, we will continue working 
on concepts in Pre-Algebra, including graphing 
functions, slope-intercept equation of a line, solving 
multi-step problems, using unit multipliers to convert 
measures, and working with scientific notation, negative 
exponents, and percents. We will also explore some 
more Geometry, including graphing transformations, 
angle relationships, and area of a parallelogram. We will 
be doing more with the graphing calculator as we start 
to graph functions. We will also be exploring some real-
world application problems, as they relate to the 
curriculum. As our year progresses, I will try my best to 
make sure that my Pre-Algebra students do not have 
too much math homework, as they have homework in 
other classes as well. However, it is imperative that each 
student does their best to try every problem, and ask 
questions in class, if they do not understand! 

8th Grade Advanced Math - Algebra 

For the month of November, we will continue our 
Algebra I course by exploring the following topics: 
simplifying rational and irrational expressions, finding 
equations of lines and graphing lines, graphing 
inequalities, working with polynomials, solving systems 
of linear equations by graphing, and exploring Box-and-
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Whisker plots. We will be using the graphing calculator 
to graph linear functions, to solve Real-World 
Application Problems involving linear functions, and to 
plot Box-and-Whisker Plots. As our curriculum 
progresses, I will try to make sure my Algebra students 
do not have too many problems to do for homework, as 
many problems can be complex, and take longer to 
solve. However, it is imperative that each student does 
their best to try every problem, and ask questions in 
class, if they do not understand! 

Math 
With Mrs. Volanti 
dvolanti@cscharter.org 
 

 
Coming Soon! 

 
 

 

 

 
Science 

With Mr. Mazzoni 
amazzoni@cscharter.org 

 
 

Coming Soon! 
 

Literature 
With Ms. Sheppard 

bsheppard@cscharter.org 
 
 
Hello families and a Happy Thanksgiving! 
  
In October, the 7th graders read a plethora of exciting 
short stories, and many were introduced to the 
spooks and legacy of Edgar Allan Poe – the innovator 
of the genre. The 8th graders also read several short 
stories, many from famous Russian authors. 
  
In November, the 7th graders will be intrigued by the 
mystery of The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde. A story examining the limitations of science 
and the duality of human nature, this 1886 Robert 
Louis Stevenson novella is a way for student to 
examine these themes in a mysterious, entertaining, 
and slightly spooky way. 
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8th graders will be taken to early 19th century China, 
following the story of Wang Lung and his family in 
Pearl S. Buck’s Pulitzer and Nobel Prize winning 
novel The Good Earth. Through this reading, students 
will read about the concepts of respecting nature, 
strong work ethic, and the dangers of alienating 
oneself from the land. 
  
This unit should last right up to the break, so I’m 
wishing everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 
Grammar and Writing 
With Mrs. Walker 
pwalker@cscharter.org 
 
English in November 

 
Students will continue learning the art of debate, 

and competitions will be starting soon.  Students have 
been researching their issues and writing their persuasive 
essays.  Classroom Debates will begin on Monday, 
November 18, 2019, and the final championship will be 
tentatively held on Thursday, November 21, 2019.  From 
this last competition, the Middle-School Debate 
Champions will be chose. 

In grammar, we will be learning about helping 
conjunctions, comma splices, fragments, conjunctive 
adverbs, and compound and complex sentences.   

If you have a student new to CSCA, please feel 
free to request a cursive writing packet so you student can 
practice at home.  Remember, cursive is a requirement for 
our writing at school, and I would glad to provide a packet. 

Finally, grammar and writing tutoring is available 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school. 


